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EU COMMISSION DECISION 97/129/EC 

MATERIAL ABBREVIATION NUMBERING PACKAGING 

WOOD MATERIALS 

Wood FOR 5 

Wooden pallet 
Plywood crate 
Wooden crate 
Wooden lids 
Wooden inserts 

PLASTICS 

Polyethylene terephthalate PET 1 Thermoformed insert  
Strapping 

High density polyethylene HDPE 2 

Tanks 
Flat pouches, side gusseted 

pouches, pressure seal 
pouches, etc. 

Cut films 
Flat bags 
20-micron polyethylene stretch 

film for pallet wrapping and 
general packaging applications 

Air cushions 
Polyvinyl chloride PVC 3  

Low density polyethylene LDPE 4 

Flat pouches, side gusseted 
pouches, pressure seal 
pouches, etc. 

Cut films 
VCI anti-corrosion bags and cut 

films 
Flat bags 
Thermo-shrinkable, stretchable 

films 
Pluriball film h120 

Polypropylene PP 5  
Polystyrene PS 6 Foam insert 

Other O 7  
PAPER AND FIBREBOARD 

Corrugated fibreboard PAP 20 Corrugated fibreboard box 
Corrugated fibreboard insert 

Non-corrugated fibreboard  PAP 21 Non-corrugated fibreboard box 
Non-corrugated fibreboard insert 

Paper PAP 22 VCI Corrosion protection paper 
Sheets of paper 

METALS 

Steel FE 40 Metal strapping 
Seals 

Aluminium ALU 41  
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MATERIAL ABBREVIATION NUMBERING PACKAGING 

COMPOSITES 
Paper and fibreboard 
/miscellaneous metals (•) 80  

Paper and fibreboard/plastic (•) 81  
Paper and fibreboard 

/aluminium (•) 82  

Paper and fibreboard/tinplate (•) 83  
Paper and fibreboard 

/plastic/aluminium (•) 84  

Paper and fibreboard 
/plastic/aluminium/tinplate (•) 85  

Plastic/aluminium (•) 90  
Plastic/tinplate (•) 91  

Plastic 
/miscellaneous metals (•) 92  

Glass/plastic (•) 95  
Glass/aluminium (•) 96  

Glass/tinplate (•) 97  
Glass/miscellaneous metals (•) 98  

(•) Composites: C plus abbreviation corresponding to the predominant material (C/ ). 

 

  
 

 
 


